
Twin Cities Veterans for Peace call to action!

For more than a year, anti-genocide activists have been petitioning Saint Paul officials to terminate a 
contract with an Israeli cybersecurity firm, Waterfall Security Solutions. The founder and CEO of 
Waterfall, Lior Frenkel, has boasted of doing "offensive cybersecurity" for the Israeli government, 
adding that it's "Really fun stuff". 

A critical juncture approaches as the Saint Paul Board of Water Commissioners will vote July 14th on 
who will be the Water Department's next cybersecurity provider. Somehow, Waterfall is still in the 
running.

To our dismay, city officials have thus far treated the issue strictly as a technical one. None will address 
the elephant in the room, apartheid Israel's genocidal campaign against Palestinians. Divestment was 
instrumental in forcing South Africa to dismantle its system of apartheid in the 1980s, the dire situation 
in Palestine demands nothing less today.

To force the issue, Veterans For Peace Chapter 27 has presented Saint Paul Mayor Kaohly Her with a 
formal request to issue this proclamation in advance of the water commissioner's meeting:

Proclamation

Confronting Apartheid and Genocide With Economic Isolation



WHEREAS, the pillars of apartheid, ethnic/religious classification, geographic separation, segregated 
infrastructure, discriminatory laws, discriminatory enforcement of the laws, separate courts, and 
separate prisons, have all been present in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories for decades; 
and

WHEREAS, the nonviolent strategy of divestment and economic isolation was instrumental in forcing 
the government of South Africa to dismantle its system of apartheid; and

WHEREAS, on January 26, 2024, the International Court of Justice ruled that Israel’s brutal campaign 
in Gaza plausibly constitutes genocide, and issued binding provisional measures on Israel to prevent 
further genocidal acts, many of which have been ignored; and

WHEREAS, since the ICJ ruling, several leading organizations including Amnesty International, 
Human Rights Watch, and the International Association of Genocide Scholars have determined that 
Israel’s actions meet the legal definition of genocide in Article II of the United Nations Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide; and

WHEREAS, the United States, as a signatory to the Convention, has an affirmative obligation to 
prevent genocide, but has instead chosen to arm Israel, provide diplomatic cover for Israel at the United 
Nations, and host the criminally indicted Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu; now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Mayor Kaohly Her, together with the people of the city of 
Saint Paul, Minnesota, do hereby proclaim that our great City will do its part to prevent the scourge of 
apartheid and genocide by economically disengaging from Israel until such time as the Palestinian 
people are free from Israel’s oppression and enjoy the full spectrum of human rights, including the right 
to self-determination.

Please take a moment to write to Mayor Her and express your support for the issuance of this 
proclamation. Please also ask her to terminate the contract with Waterfall Security Solutions. Mayor 
Her can be reached at this email address: mayor@ci.stpaul.mn.us
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No Blood In Our Water!


